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GREAT CRANSLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of Parish Council meeting 

held at 6.30 pm on 13 November 2025 
 
PRESENT:    Cllr Richard Barnwell   Jane Mann Parish Clerk  
  Cllr Stuart Ablett   
  Cllr Amanda Bussey      
  Cllr Emily James 
  Cllr Isabelle James 
  Cllr Michael Procter 
  Cllr Colin Spickett   2 members of the public 

    
25.90 Apologies for absence  
Apologies were received from NNC Councillor Jim Hakewill. 
 
25.91 Public session 

A question was raised regarding recycling of paper shredding, which should be placed in blue bin. 

The status of the pet crematorium application was queried. Action point-JM. 

 

25.92 Declarations of interest and a reminder for Councillors to update NNC register of interests 

 Cllr Barnwell declared an interest in his roles as Committee member for Kettering Neighbourhood Plan, Chair 

of Mawsley Parish Council and Chair of the Village Hall Committee, where he represented the Parish Council 

on the Committee.   

 New Councillors were reminded to update NNC register of interests. 

  

25.93 Approval of the minutes from the last meeting held on Thursday 9 October 2025 

The minutes from the last meeting were approved as accurate.  
 
25.94 To receive an update on the neighbourhood plan and to consider next steps 

The administration of the Neighbourhood Plan is in the process of being handed over to the Parish Council, 

who will oversee the next stage of the process. The clerk had a second meeting with Joanna Mowatt to work 

through responses to the schedule of representations. Councillors have been provided with the responses to 

both the online and paper copies, which have been prepared by the planning agent along with the responses 

to the cards, prepared by Joanna Mowatt and the clerk. The responses were approved by the Parish Council. 

The clerk suggested that there should be a health check of the plan and this was approved. It was queried 

whether the plan could be extended to 2040. Action point-JM. 

 
25.95 Planning: 

There has been a new planning application for pedestrian and vehicle gate at Squire Lodge Farm 

NN/25/00945. There were no comments raised. 

The clerk provided an update on the status of existing applications. There were no updates on planning 

enforcement issues. 
 

25.96 To receive reports from North Northants Councillors: 

There were no NNC Councillors present. 

 

25.97 Finance: 

i. The clerk reported on the current financial situation.  

Neighbourhood Plan account             £556.95 

Treasurers account                            £7,200.51 

Contingency account                       £10,395.74 

Total                                                   £18,153.20 

ii. Previously authorised payments made following the last meeting were reported: 

• Windows 11 compliant laptop, case and software £417.99 

• Clerk’s October salary £449.36 and HMRC statutory deductions £134.11 

• Clerk’s expenses for October £23.24 

iii. A schedule of payments due was authorised: 

• Clerk’s salary and expenses and HMRC statutory deductions for November 



2 

 

• PKF external audit fees £252.00. 
iv. The financial implications of the NNC communication on playground equipment was discussed. It was 

thought that there was a written agreement with KBC regarding maintenance. Action point RB. 

v. Frequency of verge mowing reducing from 6 to 3 cuts a year when Kier take over. Section 136 alternative 

was discussed at a cost of £412.33, deadline February. Action point-JM to request mowing schedule. 

vi. Christmas gifts for children were discussed. The clerk advised that there were no powers to spend so 

could use S137 if there was a direct benefit for the area or its inhabitants. This has to be declared and will 

be scrutinised by auditor. It was suggested that an independent village committee was set up. This will be 

researched. Action point-AB. 

vii. The draft budget was reviewed. Contingencies for church clock, war memorial and further maintenance to 

be revisited. Expenditure on new bin would affect predicted figures. 

 
25.98 Progress reports from previous meetings: 

i. Update pending on the Asset of Community value application. There has been some recent interest. 

ii. There was no update on further Community funding due to lack of available schemes. 

iii. There was no update on paving issues at 8 Loddington Road. Action point: JH. 

iv. Cllr Spickett provided further information on the Immediate Justice Scheme and it was agreed not to 

pursue this any further. 

 
25.99 Responsibilities as sole trustees of the Village Hall: 

i. An update was received from Cllr Barnwell, who was the Parish Council  representative on the Village Hall 

Committee.  

ii. Councillors confirmed receipt of the minutes and accounts of the Village Hall Committee and content was 

discussed.  

iii. Cllr Barnwell asked the clerk to check with Danny Moody regarding the Parish Council meeting its 

responsibilities. Action point: JM. 

 

25.100 Village matters: 

i. The purchase of another bin in Bridle Way had been approved. The clerk was still awaiting costings for 

installation. Bin would cost £315 however none were available at present. 

ii. Cllr James was still working on the Facebook agenda item.  

iii. Painting of the lampposts had not been completed as painters were still unable to access lights in Cransley 

Hall. This was now thought to be an NNC matter. Action point: NNC Cllrs It was agreed that Cllrs Bussey 

and Spickett would compile a list of further work required around the village. Action point: AB and CS. 

iv. The Diversion application 388-GG9 was discussed. It was queried whether the applicants had agreed the 

diversion with landowners.  Applicants are very welcome to attend our next meeting and speak during the 

public session. 

v. War memorial land registry application can now be revisited. 

vi. It was decided that a warm space initiative would not be viable. 

 
25.101 To receive an update from Parish Councillors on their specific roles: 

i. Cllr Bussey provided an update on Highways, parking and lighting issues. Lights would require looking at. 

ii. Cllr Ablett provided an update on the defibrillator. 

iii. No updates from Cllr Spickett on his Police Liaison Representative role. 

iv. Cllr James had no concerns on footpaths. 

v. Cllr Barnwell provided an update on Neighbourhood Watch.  

vi. Cllr Isabelle James was appointed as Climate & Nature Champion. 

 

25.102 To consider Councillor’s training needs 

Cllr Emily James would like to attend the Community engagement course and social media course. New 

Councillors would require induction training. Cllr Barnwell would attend the Big 50 event. 

25.103 To receive items for the next Cransley Chronicle edition 

Items: Summary of meeting, Cransley Village Association, Book Club, Christmas Greetings. 

 

25.104 Date of next meeting- 8 January 2026 

 
The meeting closed at 8.30 pm. 

 

 

Signed ………………………………..…           Date …………………… 


