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GREAT CRANSLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of Parish Council meeting 
held at 7.00 pm on 9 October 2025 

 
PRESENT:    Cllr Richard Barnwell   Jane Mann Parish Clerk  
  Cllr Stuart Ablett   NNC Cllr Jim Hakewill 
  Cllr Amanda Bussey     NNC Cllr Brian Benneyworth 
  Cllr Emily James   5 members of the public 

    
25.73 Apologies for absence  
Apologies were received from Cllr Colin Spickett, also NNC Councillor Chris Kellett. 
 
25.74 Public session 

The owner of Mill Farm raised his concerns regarding the Parish Council’s response to the planning application 

for a proposed pet crematorium at Unit 2 Mill Farm. It was explained that as Cllr Barnwell had declared an 

interest there was not sufficient numbers to discuss at the previous meeting, The clerk had contacted 

Councillors outside of the meeting and using delegated powers had formulated a response based on the 

concerns raised by the owner at the meeting. 

 

25.75 Declarations of interest and a reminder for Councillors to update NNC register of interests 

 Cllr Barnwell declared an interest in his role as Chair of Mawsley Parish Council and Chair of the Village Hall 

Committee, where he represented the Parish Council on the Committee.   

 Cllr James declared an interest in agenda item 86, to consider candidates for co-option. It was agreed that this 

item should be moved forward in the agenda. 

 Councillors were reminded to update NNC register of interests. 

  

To consider candidates for co-option-motion approved to move agenda item forward 

The clerk had received three expressions of interest for two vacancies from Isabelle James, David Lutman and 

Michael Procter. These had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting. NCALC advice had been sought 

and vacancies were to be dealt with individually. 

 

Vacancy one-there was no clear majority but the person with the lowest score was eliminated. A second vote 

was taken and, on this occasion, Isabelle James had a clear majority so she was co-opted to vacancy one. 

 

Vacancy two-there was no clear majority so a second vote was taken and, on this occasion, Michael Procter 

had a clear majority so he was co-opted to vacancy two. 

 

Declarations of acceptance of office were completed. 

 

David Lutman was thanked for his expression of interest and although unsuccessful it was hoped that he would 

consider standing again in the future. 

 

25.76 Approval of the minutes from the last meeting held on Thursday 14 August 2025 

The minutes from the last meeting were approved as accurate.  
 
25.77 Planning: 

There had been four new planning applications since the last meeting, however only one application required 

consultation, 63 Loddington Road, NN/25/00907, which had now been approved. GCPC were not consulted on 

Northfield Lodge, NN/25/00755, Cransley Hall, NN/25/00989 and I Church Lane NN/25/01229. 

The clerk provided an update on the status of existing applications, advising that further information had been 

received on the application for Silverhills Farm, which had now closed. NNC Cllrs Benneyworth and Hakewill 

had looked into this application and it was agreed that it had not been dealt with properly.  

No updates on planning enforcement issues. 

  

25.78 To receive an update on the neighbourhood plan and to consider next steps 

The administration of the Neighbourhood Plan is in the process of being handed over to the Parish Council, who 

will oversee the next stage of the process. Regulation 16 is a stage in the neighbourhood planning process, 

where a draft neighbourhood plan is submitted to the local planning authority for public consultation. 

This stage ensures that local communities have the opportunity to review and comment on the plan before it is 

examined by an independent examiner. Some work will need to be done providing responses to the schedule of 

representations. Action point: Parish Council to consider responses at next meeting. 
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25.79 To receive reports from North Northants Councillors: 

Cllrs Brian Benneyworth and Jim Hakewill provided an update on NNC issues. Those issues directly effecting 

GCPC were as follows: 

• A group of NNC Cllrs will clean the playground equipment. 

• The clerk’s query on playground equipment has been escalated to the leader of the council. 

• Planning validation is taking 14 weeks. 

• There are grants available for warm space initiatives. 

• Council officers are returning to work in the office. 

25.80 Finance: 

i. The clerk reported on the current financial situation.  

Neighbourhood Plan account             £556.68 

Treasurers account                            £8,229.46 

Contingency account                       £10,390.62 

Total                                                   £19,176.76 

ii. Previously authorised payments made following the last meeting were reported: 

• Clerk’s August salary £449.56 and HMRC statutory deductions £133.91 

• Clerk’s expenses for August £23.24 

• Clerk’s September salary £449.36 and HMRC statutory deductions £134.11 

• Clerk’s expenses for September £23.24 

iii. A schedule of payments due was authorised: 

• Clerk’s salary and expenses and HMRC statutory deductions for October 

• Expenditure on new Windows 11 compliant laptop, case and software £417.99 
iv. The financial implications of the NNC communication on playground equipment was carried forward. 

 
25.81 Governance: 
The limited assurance review of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR) for Great 
Cransley Parish Council for the year ended 31 March 2025 has now been completed. The notice of completion 
of audit has now been published, along with the external audit report. 
The clerk had contacted NCALC to ask for a change of internal auditor and this was now in place. 
 

25.82 Progress reports from previous meetings: 

i. Update pending on the Asset of Community value application. The pub hours are going to be reduced. 

ii. There was no update on further Community funding due to lack of available schemes. 

iii. There was no update on paving issues at 8 Loddington Road. Action point: JH. 

iv. The clerk reported that during October new gov.uk email addresses would be implemented. 

v. Councillor visibility was discussed and Cllr James suggested that the Parish Council should have its own 

Facebook page, keeping residents up-to-date on Parish Council matters. Cllr Bussey suggested that the 

Parish Council could help fund the children’s Christmas gifts this year. Action point: Agenda items x 2. 

 
25.83 Responsibilities as sole trustees of the Village Hall: 

i. An update was received from Cllr Barnwell, who was the Parish Council trustee representative on the 

Village Hall Committee.  

ii. Councillors confirmed receipt of the minutes and accounts of the Village Hall Committee and content was 

discussed.  

iii. It was considered that the Parish Council has met its responsibilities as sole trustees. 

 

25.84 Village matters: 

i. We now have 10 volunteers so we will now be able to participate in a local speed watch initiative, which 

will begin in the Spring. Thank you to everyone who has volunteered, 

ii. The purchase of another bin in Bridle Way had been approved. The clerk was still awaiting costings for 

installation. Bin would cost £315 however none were available at present 

iii. The visibility of the speed sign was discussed and there was said to have been some improvement. 

iv. Painting of the lampposts had not been completed as painters were unable to access lights in Cransley 

Hall. Action point: Clerk to contact NNC Cllrs for assistance. It was agreed that Cllrs Bussey and Spickett 

would compile a list of further work required around the village. Action point: AB and CS. 
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v. An update was received on the Diversion application 388-GG9. Discussions are taking place with NNC legal 

team to determine whether to proceed with this matter. 

vi. The Immediate justice programme was discussed and it was suggested that the road to Broughton could 

be considered. Action point: clerk to follow this up. 

 
25.85 To receive an update from Parish Councillors on their specific roles: 

i. Cllr Bussey provided an update on Highways, parking and lighting issues. Potholes which had been 

reported some time ago have not been resolved. Lights would require looking at. 

ii. Cllr Ablett provided an update on the defibrillator. 

iii. No updates from Cllr Spickett on his Police Liaison Representative role. 

iv. Cllr James had no concerns on footpaths. 

v. Cllr Barnwell provided an update on Neighbourhood Watch.  

vi. A Climate & Nature Champion would be appointed at the next meeting. Action point JM. 

 

25.86 To consider candidates for co-option  

This had been dealt with earlier in the meeting. 
 

25.87 To consider Councillor’s training needs 

Cllr James would like to attend the Community engagement course and social media course. New Councillors 

would require induction training. 

25.88 To receive items for the next Cransley Chronicle edition 

Items: Summary of meeting, filling of councillor vacancies and dog fouling 

 

25.89 Date of next meeting 13 November 2025-early start time 6.30pm 

Items: Warm space initiatives, children’s Christmas gifts, village Facebook page and war memorial 
 
The meeting closed at 9.06 pm. 

 

 

Signed ………………………………..…           Date …………………… 


