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GREAT CRANSLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of Parish Council meeting 
held at 7.00 pm on 14 August 2025 

 
PRESENT:    Cllr Richard Barnwell   Jane Mann Parish Clerk  
  Cllr Stuart Ablett   NNC Cllr Brian Benneyworth 
  Cllr Amanda Bussey    

   Four members of the public 
25.56 Apologies for absence  
Apologies were received from Cllr Emily James and Cllr Colin Spickett, also NNC Councillors Jim Hakewill and 
Chris Kellett. 
 
25.57 Public session 

The owner of Mill Farm raised his concerns regarding a planning application for a proposed pet crematorium at 

Unit 2 Mill Farm. He had not been consulted on this and only heard from a neighbour who shared his concerns 

regarding odours travelling towards their properties. 

 

25.58 Declarations of interest and a reminder for Councillors to update NNC register of interests 

 Cllr Barnwell declared an interest in his role as Chair of the Village Hall Committee, where he represented the 

Parish Council on the Committee. He also declared an interest in the planning application at Mill Farm. 

        Councillors were reminded to complete and update NNC register of interests. 

 

25.59 Approval of the minutes from the last meeting held on Thursday 10 July 2025 

The minutes from the last meeting were approved as accurate.  
 
25.60 Planning: 

i. As Cllr Barnwell had declared an interest the new planning application at Mill Farm would have to be dealt 

with outside of the meeting using Clerk’s delegated powers. 

ii. The clerk provided an update on the status of existing applications, advising that further information had 

been received on the application for Silverhills Farm which had now closed.  

Action point: NNC Cllr Benneyworth to follow this up. No updates on planning enforcement issues.  

 

25.61 To receive an update on the neighbourhood plan 

The clerk advised that Joanna Mowatt was now working on responses from the consultant. 

Action point: clerk to arrange handover meeting with Joanna Mowatt. 

 

25.62 To receive reports from North Northants Councillors: 

Cllr Brian Benneyworth provided an update on NNC issues. He explained that he held the portfolio for health 

and wellbeing. There was currently a major push on anti-social behaviour and fly tipping. There were 4,000 

responses to the residents’ survey, once the baseline was established a corporate plan would be put in place. 

Improvement was required to Planning and Enforcement. Some positive news on Highways relating to the 

introduction of a new initiative ‘Leave no defect behind’. An apprenticeship scheme was being rolled out.         

It was announced that Quarter 1 accounts highlighted a 9.42 million deficit, mainly due to an overspend on 

children and adult social care. 

 

25.63 FINANCE: 

i. The clerk reported on the current financial situation.  

Neighbourhood Plan account             £556.02 

Treasurers account                            £9,498.38 

Contingency account                       £10,378.30 

Total                                                   £20,432.70 

ii. Previously authorised payments made following the last meeting were reported: 

• Clerk’s July salary and pay arrears £491.50 and HMRC statutory deductions £152.62 

• Clerk’s expenses for July £23.24 

• Stationery £7.29 

iii. A schedule of payments due was authorised: 

• Clerk’s salary and expenses and HMRC statutory deductions for August 

iv. Expenditure on a new Windows 11 compliant laptop was approved. 
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25.64 Governance: 
i. An update was received on the audit process; all documents had been sent to the external auditor and 

published on the website. The Exercise of Public rights had taken place, 17 June to 28 July 2025. The clerk 

had contacted NCALC to ask for a change of internal auditor. 

ii. The clerk provided an update following guidance received from the NCALC VAT expert. No VAT can be 

reclaimed on the Village Hall car park refurbishment. 

iii. It was agreed that when future work was being undertaken a new way of working process would be 

implemented.  

25.65 Progress reports from previous meetings: 

i. Update pending on the Asset of Community value application. 

ii. There was no update on further Community funding due to lack of available schemes. 

iii. There was no update on paving issues at 8 Loddington Road. 

iv. The clerk reported that during September new gov.uk email addresses would be implemented. 

v. Councillor visibility would be discussed at the next meeting. 

 
25.66 Responsibilities as sole trustees of the Village Hall: 

i. An update was received from Cllr Barnwell, who was the Parish Council trustee representative on the 

Village Hall Committee. He reported that a new contract had been recently negotiated with Gigaclear. 

ii. Councillors confirmed receipt of the minutes and accounts of the Village Hall Committee and content was 

discussed.  

iii. It was considered that the Parish Council has met its responsibilities as sole trustees. 

 

25.67 Village matters: 

i. Speeding concerns in the village were discussed. We had been invited to participate in the local speed 

watch initiative, which requires 10 volunteers. Cllr Spickett had already received 7 volunteers. A further 3 

volunteers were received at the meeting, so we could proceed with this initiative. 

ii. The purchase of another bin in Bridle Way had been approved. The clerk was still awaiting costings. 

iii. The visibility of the speed sign was discussed and there was said to have been some improvement. 

iv. Following the recent painting of the lampposts it was agreed that Cllrs Bussey and Spickett would compile 

a list of further work required around the village. 

 
25.68 To receive an update from Parish Councillors on their specific roles: 

i. Cllr Bussey provided an update on Highways, parking and lighting issues. Potholes had been reported. 

Lights would require looking at. 

ii. Cllr Ablett provided an update on the defibrillator. 

iii. No updates from Cllr Spickett on his Police Liaison Representative role. 

iv. No updates from Cllr James on footpaths. 

v. Cllr Barnwell provided an update on Neighbourhood Watch. Surveys had been completed. 

vi. A Climate & Nature Champion would be appointed at the next meeting. Action point JM. 

 

25.69 To consider candidates for co-option 

There were some expressions of interest at the meeting. This would be deferred until the next meeting. 
 

25.70 To consider Councillor’s training needs 

Cllr James would like to attend the Community engagement course and social media course. 

25.71 To receive items for the next Cransley Chronicle edition 

Items: Summary of meeting, speed watch, McMillan coffee morning and councillor vacancies. 

 

25.72 Date of next meeting- 9 October 2025 

Items: Councillor visibility and war memorial 
 
The meeting closed at 8.40 pm. 

 

 

Signed ………………………………..…           Date …………………… 


