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GREAT CRANSLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of Parish Council meeting 

held at 7.00 pm on 10 July 2025 
 
PRESENT:    Cllr Richard Barnwell   Jane Mann Parish Clerk  
  Cllr Stuart Ablett   NNC Cllr Jim Hakewill 
  Cllr Amanda Bussey  NNC Cllr Brian Benneyworth  

 Cllr Emily James       Five members of the public 
  Cllr Colin Spickett 
 
25.39 Apologies for absence  
Apologies were received from NNC Councillor Chris Kellett. 
 
25.40 Public session 

The owner of Mill Farm provided some background information on the certificated location for the Caravan 

Club. 

 

25.41 Declarations of interest and a reminder for Councillors to update NNC register of interests 

 Cllr Barnwell declared an interest in his role as Chair of the Village Hall Committee, where he represented the 

Parish Council on the Committee. Cllrs were reminded to complete and update NNC register of interests. 

 

25.42 Approval of the minutes from the last meeting held on Thursday 12 June 2025 

The minutes from the last meeting were approved as accurate.  
 
25.43 Planning: 

i. There were no new planning applications. 

ii. The clerk provided an update on the status of existing applications, advising that the application for 

Silverhills Farm was now closed. There were no updates on planning enforcement issues.  

iii. An update was received on Green Hill Solar Farm. 

iv. It was noted that there is a consultation period to 6 August on the Great Grid Update. 

 

25.44 To receive an update on the neighbourhood plan 

Joanna Mowatt provided an update explaining that she was awaiting a response from the consultant. 

Action point: clerk to contact consultant and to arrange handover meeting with Joanna Mowatt. 

 

25.45 To receive reports from North Northants Councillors: 

Cllr Brian Benneyworth introduced himself and provided some background information on his career and 

family life. Cllr Hakewill provided an update on NNC matters reporting that it was felt that there would be 

better joint working going forward with his two new colleagues, who would ensure that all nine parishes 

would be supported. Discussion arose about current problems with National Grid. 

 

25.46 FINANCE: 

i. The clerk reported on the current financial situation.  

Neighbourhood Plan account             £555.70 

Treasurers account                          £10,177.28 

Contingency account                       £10,372.33 

Total                                                   £20,105.31 

ii. Previously authorised payments made following the last meeting were reported: 

• Clerk’s June salary £435.38 and HMRC statutory deductions £127.88 

• Clerk’s expenses for June £23.24 

iii. A schedule of payments due was authorised: 

• Clerk’s salary and expenses and HMRC statutory deductions for July 

• Stationery £7.29 

iv. Data Protection subscription of £52.00 was approved. 

 
25.47 Governance: 
i. An update was received on the audit process; all documents had been sent to the external auditor and 

published on the website. The Exercise of Public rights was taking place, 17 June to 28 July 2025. 
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ii. The clerk provided an update on the meeting with Danny Moody from NCALC that Cllr Barnwell had also 

attended. They were now awaiting some further guidance from a VAT expert. 

iii. It was agreed for the clerk to contact NCALC to ask for a change of internal auditor. 

iv. All Councillors completed their GDPR checklists. 

 

25.48 Progress reports from previous meetings: 

i. Update pending on the Asset of Community value application. 

ii. There was no update on further Community funding due to lack of available schemes. 

iii. NNC Cllr Hakewill reported that NNC had accepted responsibility for paving issues at 8 Loddington Road. 

iv. The clerk reported that the new website was now up and running. During July new gov.uk email addresses 

would be implemented. 

 
25.49 Responsibilities as sole trustees of the Village Hall: 

i. An update was received from Cllr Barnwell, who was the Parish Council trustee representative on the 

Village Hall Committee. He reported that the fashion show was taking place that week. 

ii. Councillors confirmed receipt of the minutes and accounts of the Village Hall Committee and content was 

discussed. It was felt that the categories for the village show should be circulated much earlier. 

iii. It was considered that the Parish Council has met its responsibilities as sole trustees. 

 

25.50 Village matters: 

i. Speeding concerns in the village were discussed, following a recent police intervention where five vehicles 

were found speeding. We had been invited to participate in the local speed watch initiative, which requires 

10 volunteers. Cllr Spickett had prepared a detailed article for the Cransley Chronicle which had generated 

more interest and he now had 7 volunteers. 

ii. The purchase of another bin in Bridle Way had been approved. The clerk was awaiting costings. 

iii. Concerns were raised regarding the electricity upgrade in the village. 

iv. The visibility of the speed sign was discussed and it was agreed for AB to contact the owners again. 

 
25.51 To receive an update from Parish Councillors on their specific roles: 

i. Councillor’s roles were confirmed with Cllr Bussey taking on the role of Internal Control Officer. 

ii. Cllr Bussey provided an update on Highways, parking and lighting issues. Potholes had been reported. It 

was decided to obtain another quote for the paint work of the lights. Action point RB 

iii. Cllr Ablett provided an update on the defibrillator. 

iv. Cllr Spickett provided an update on his Police Liaison Representative role and his recent attendance at a 

PLR meeting, which the Police Commissioner and Police Constable attended. 

v. Cllr James reported that footpaths were in order. 

vi. Cllr Barnwell provided an update on Neighbourhood Watch. 

vii. A Climate & Nature Champion would be appointed at the next meeting. Action point JM. 

 

25.52 To consider candidates for co-option 

It was reported that there was some interest in the vacancies. 
 

25.53 To consider Councillor’s training needs 

Cllr James would like to attend the Community engagement course and social media course. 

25.54 To receive items for the next Cransley Chronicle edition 

Items: Summary of meeting, speed watch and councillor vacancies. 

 

25.55 Date of next meeting- 14 August 2025 

Items: Councillor visibility 
 
The meeting closed at 8.36 pm. 

 

 

Signed ………………………………..…           Date …………………… 


